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The year may be over but that doesn’t mean th Chapter has slowed down at all. With elections for 2009 tabulated and 
more clinics and shows planned for next year things are more exciting than ever. 

Winding down for winter…  
Winding down doesn’t mean slowing 

down or having fewer opportunities for 
learning. As the seasons get colder the Pomona 
Chapter keeps adding more exciting things for 
members to do. We had a wonderful turnout 
for the Ride-a-Test Clinic with Melonie 
Kessler, and are considering doing another.  

There was a very educational clinic with 
Willy Arts focusing on developing young horses 
into competitive dressage mounts. The L 
program is gearing up for Part 2, which 
includes the test to become an “L Program 
Graduate”.  

Pomona Chapter also sent 2 of our 
volunteers to the USDF Region 7 Adult Clinic 
with Jane Savoie as Auditors. Check out the 
article about the clinic to see what they 
learned. 

To top it off we had our All 
Hallows Eve Dressage Show, which was 
a hit along with the costume parade!! 
Then there was the wonderful yearend 
awards banquet. Many many awards, 
good food and wonderful company. 
Along with a silent auction that earned 
quite a bit of money for the Chapter. 
Check out all the details inside this 
issue of FREE REIN. 
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Editor’s Corner  
 
“Resolutions and Goals” 
 
As the year comes to an end I look back on all the things the 
chapter has been able to offer the members this year. There were 
so many things to do and so many raffles for free tickets to a 
multitude of educational and entertaining events. When I 
start thinking about all the opportunities I get a little 
overwhelmed. So as we come to the end of 2008 and begin a 
new year instead of making resolutions I know I won’t keep, 
like no more chocolate, I focus on my goals. 
 I have goals as a rider, a trainer and a board member. I 
take time to think about reasonably what can I accomplish in 3 
months, 6 months or in a Year! I know that the chapter can 
help me accomplish my goals, but I also know I will never get 
there if I don’t know where I am going. So instead of 
resolutions this year write down some goals and if you need 
help getting them done talk to one of the board members and 
maybe we can help.  
 
Happy Holidays Everyone! 
  
 
Erin 
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! 
 
    If you have something you would like to 
share with the Chapter about yourself, your 
horse or some other equestrian related 
experience, we invite you to submit your story 
to the newsletter editor for inclusion in one of 
our upcoming issues.  Submissions may be 
edited and will be reviewed by the Board and 
editor for suitability.  Letters to the 
Editor/Board are also encouraged. 

Send your submissions via email to 
erinvall@gmail.com  
or by regular post  to 

   Free Rein c/o  Erin Vallarino 
1700 Grevelia St  #C 

South Pasadena, CA, 91030 
 

2008 Board Members 
 
Amy Miller ▪ Chapter Chair 
626.827.2506 
slm5142@aol.com 
 
Stephanie Bennett ▪ Education Chair 
909.652.0371 
info@barnsidelabs.com 
 
Jennifer Mulgrew ▪ Show Committee 
909.458.1171 
stoneyfetish@hotmail.com 
 
Mylene Chow ▪ Secretary 
714.985.0366 
chowboyz@pacbell.net 
 
Peggy Hosking ▪ Logistics Chair 
951.258.7178 
hoslaw@sbcglobal.net 
 
Erin Vallarino ▪ Newsletter Editor 
951.532.4342 
erinvall@gmail.com  
 
Christie Cooper ▪ Sponsorship Chair 
562.682.1677 
ccooper@nutroproducts.com 
 
Heather Neely ▪ Treasurer 
714.638.1507 
heather.neely@sce.com 
 
Tiffany Kell Brinton ▪ Jr & Yr Coordinator 
714.528.6036 
TeamTKell@aol.com 
 
Maria Michaelson ▪ Award & Banquet Chair 
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Ride a Test Clinic with Judge Melonie Kessler 
 
By Marsha Carey 
 

I rode my little Haflinger pony, Mi Little Amigo, affectionately know as Nemo, in 
training level test 4.  After my test, the judge, Melonie Kessler, smiled and asked me the 
purpose of my test.  I sort of stammered an answer about relaxation, suppleness and 
rhythm.  She informed me that many of us don't actually read and always keep in mind the 
specific purpose of each test.  She circled the purpose and wrote "Read!" in the margin of 
my test.  The actual purpose of training level 4 is "To confirm that the horse's muscles are 
supple and loose ands that it moves freely forward in a clear and stead rhythm, accepting 
contact with the bit."  I was on the right track but I really didn't know the exact purpose of 
my test.  Once I kept the purpose in mind, it was much easier to ride a better test.  
  

Since I have a little round pony, he will never have big, beautiful 
movement.  Melonie told me that his movement is a solid 6, if we ride correctly.  
Therefore, I have to work on my transitions since those can recieve a higher score.  If I get 
higher scores on the transitions, I will have a much better chance of getting higher 
numbers on my tests.  She also pointed out a few things that I am embarrassed to say I did 
not know.  
  

The first occurred as I was riding and she kept saying, "Tuck in your reins!"  "Tuck 
in my reins??" I thought.  "What do I tuck them into?  The saddle?"  I have only been 
riding dressage for a year or so and my reins have always gotten in my way but my trainers 
and I have been so focused on other things, it never got corrected.  I finally asked what I 
was supposed to tuck my reins into.  Of course she meant that I should have the excess 
rein tucked neatly under the rest of my rein, off to the horse's side, which you guys already 
know.  A simple thing; true; but a simple thing that I did not know.  
  

The second is even worse.  I have been told to look up, so I always look up during 
my tests.  Way up.  I look up to the trees and the sky and wonder why pictures of me 
riding my tests always look so funny.  Melonie told me that "look up" actually means to 
look between my horse's ears.  Who would have known???  
  

Two of the simplest but most important things are what I came away with.  She also 
helped my slow Nemo's canter down and get him off his forehand.  On my first test, I 
received a 60.4%.  After my 15 minutes with this kind and knowledgeable judge, I retook 
the test and earned a 65.21%.  The Ride Your Test clinic was one of most useful clinics I 
have attended.  I loved it and will certainly love to attend another.  Thanks so much for this 
amazing opportunity. 
 
 
 



Free Rein     4 

Calendar of Events 
2009 
 
 
February 20-21, 2009 
Rider Biomechanics Clinic 
Sandy Howard 
Yucapia, CA 

 
 

March 27-28, 2009 
L program 
Section D2 
LAEC, Burbank, CA 

 
 

April 5, 2009 
Spring Fling Dressage Show 
Elieen Fagan(R), Janet Curtis(S) 
Maverick Ridge Riders Arena 
West Covina, CA 
Jennifer Mulgrew (909)208-3029 

 
 

June 28, 2009 
Steppin’ Into Summer 
Melonie Kessler(R), Donna Richardson(S) 
Maverick Ridge Riders Arena 
West Covina, CA 
Jennifer Mulgrew (909)208-3029 

 
August 2, 2009 
Midsummer’s Day Dressage 
CeeCee Moss-Giovannetti(R), Louise Koch(S) 
Maverick Ridge Riders Arena 
West Covina, CA 
Jennifer Mulgrew (909)208-3029 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 21-23, 2009 
CDS Southern Jr/Yr Championships 
LAEC, Burbank, CA 
Diana Muravez (951)303-0403 

 
 
October 1-4, 2009 
CDS Annual Show 
USDF Region 7 Championships 
Rancho Murietta, CA 
Glenda McElroy (818)841-3554 

 
 
October 18, 2009 
All Hallows Eve Dressage 
David Schmutz(R), Gail Hoff-Carmona(S) 
Maverick Ridge Riders Arena 
West Covina, CA 
Jennifer Mulgrew (909)208-3029 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Free Rein     5  

PROUD SPONSOR OF CDS POMONA CHAPTER 
YOUTH DRESSAGE TEAM 

 
Rhiannon Yard on HMS Murphy’s Law 

 

 
 

Julissa Hoogeveen on HMS Murphy’s Law 
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 Willy Arts Clinic- Developing the Young Horse 
By Peggy Hosking 
 
“Over.  Over.  Over!”  Imagine those words in a Dutch accent, with a strong emphasis on the second 
syllable.  That phrase begins to develop the theme presented by Willy Arts at the Pomona Chapter 
Developing the Young Horse Clinic. 
 
Over the span of 2 days, 10 horses and riders learned 
the importance of obedience to the aids, suppleness 
in the horses’ back and softness in the contact.  Terri 
Woods provided amazing hospitality and opened her 
barn and arena to us in Yucaipa.  While much of 
Orange County was on fire watch, the group of us 
spent time learning about the fine art of developing 
the young horse. 
 
Willy started each session at the walk on a 20m 
circle.  It seemed simple enough.  And then, the 
questions started.  Is the horse quick enough behind?  Is the horse quick enough behind without bracing in 
the neck?  Can you keep the horse’s neck down and soft and then move the hind legs over, away from 
your inside leg?  Can you keep the horse’s neck down, hind legs moving sideways and still maintain 
control of the outside shoulder?  Can you keep the horse’s neck down, hind legs sideways, outside 
shoulder aligned – and then make the hind legs take quicker, but not necessarily bigger steps?  And we 
hadn’t even trotted yet!  Some of the horses came quickly to the exercise and so moved on to the same 
exercise in trot.  Some of the young horses offered protests, including stamping of feet, looking far off 
into the distance and if possible, putting their own hooves in their ears.  It does indeed sound the same as 
kindergarten and grade school!  Can’t you just imagine a 6 year old little girl with her fingers in her ears! 

 
Once the rider established more control over the 
placement of the horses neck, shoulders and hind 
legs, Willy moved on to other concepts.  He 
emphasized the importance of transitions within the 
gaits for the young horse.  For the young horse with 
big gaits, he tested the rider’s ability to ride the 
horse with shorter steps, as well as the long, 
floating, powerful steps that are so tempting!  Willy 
clarified that riding only in the long, powerful steps 
on the young horse risks losing the balance, and 
having the horses slightly on the forehand and 
strong in the neck.  Then the horses lose their 
suppleness or adjustability. 
 

Willy used a leg yielding exercise to introduce haunches-in.  After confirming control of the alignment of 
the horse as well as the rhythm and length of the steps of the horse, the rider turned down centerline and 
began a leg yield to the rail.  The rider needed to clearly keep the shoulders of the horse leading during the 
leg yield without losing control of the outside shoulder.  At quarterline, Willy asked the rider to use their 
outside leg to stop the sideways movement of the leg yield and proceed straight ahead.  
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 If the alignment was correct, the horse moved forward along the quarterline in haunches in.  This exercise 
eliminated a significant amount of “hand corrections” or positioning.  The exercise itself developed the 
haunches in.  If the horse lost bending, then Willy instructed the rider to leg yield again toward the rail for 
one or two steps.  This re-established the bending and the rider could then proceed again in haunches in.  
Willy used this same concept of the outside leg during the “over” exercise on the 20m circle.  When the 
horse softened in his neck and kept the inside hind leg active, Willy asked the rider to use the outside leg 
to stop the sideways motion, and continue in the quick active gait along the line of the circle. 
 

After two days of watching young horses go to 
“grade school” all of the riders and auditors had 
an improved understanding of the demands 
appropriate to place on the horses.  Nearly all 
problems under saddle were traced back to a 
lack of obedience to the leg aids – whether a 
lack of ability to move sideways or a lack of 
quickness behind.  As each rider re-honed these 
skills, the looseness and expression of the horse 
improved and any issues of crookedness, leaning 
and squirming melted slowly away.  The 
“development” of the young horse was evident! 
 
 
 

A special thank you to Terri Woods for hosting this great event.  Her hospitality and 
graciousness are tremendously appreciated!! 
 
Riders and horses who participated in the clinic: Kim Hudson Watts and Zinca, Amy Miller and Waterloo 
SE; Anna Beal with Victor and Willa; Gayle Smith and Zuko DG; Peggy Hosking and Phoebe; Christie 
Cooper and Radetsky; Kim McGrath with Wodan and Winslow; Sam Martin and Zinnia; Cheryl English 
and Bolero CL II.   
 
Pomona Chapter members received a 
discounted rate for the clinic of $150; with an 
auditor fee of $25 for the weekend.  Non-
chapter members paid a full fee of $250 for 
rides and $40 for weekend auditing.  The 
Pomona Chapter Board is looking forward to 
providing further clinics and events with 
discounts available to the chapter members! 
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Gayle Smith 
Dressage Clinic 

 
Call for Next Date  

 
USDF Bronze & Silver Medalist, Gayle Smith, will offer a clinic  

At Azure Farms in Norco, CA  
Beginning through FEI, all breeds welcomed and encouraged. 

 

$60 per ride 
Auditors Free 

By Reservation Only 
Please call 951 354 0103 or 951 258 7178  

for more information 
 
Gayle qualified 5 horses for 2007 Championships (DASC, CDS, CDS HOY, USDF, USDF HOY & USEF) and is a 
demonstration rider for the Young Horse Symposium to be held 11/3&4/2007.  She has consistently qualified 
horses for USDF Horse of the Year and was ranked 6th in the US in 1993 as Fourth Level Amateur Owner.  She 
was the Cornerstone Champion – Open Division Training Level – 2007, Cornerstone Champion – Open Division, 
2nd Level in 1999 and Cornerstone Champion – Open Division, Training Level – 2005.  She was also Ranked 1st in 
US on a American Morgan Horse Association, was the USA American Trakehner Futurity Reserve Champion – 
2000, the Jane Jackson Scholarship, the Cal Bred Futurity – 5th in – 2002, the CDS – Pomona Chapter, High Score 
Dutch Warmblood Year End Award – 2005, the Diana Preisco Mink Award recipient – 1998.  
 
Not to be outdone, several of Gayle’s students have also been successful in the show ring.  This year, several 
students & horses qualified for DASC, CDS & USDF Championships and her student won the Dover Adult 
Amateur Medal – 2007, another won the Junior Young Rider CDS Championship 1st Level & qualified for USDF 
Junior Young Rider Championships 1st Level – 2006. 

 

Gayle Smith on Phoebe 
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2008 USDF Adult Amature Clinic with Jane Savoie 
  
By Jill Shirley 
 
I was the grateful recipient of a chapter grant to audit the Jane Savoie USDF Adult Clinic held November 
1st and 2nd. The clinic was hosted by the El Sueno Equestrian Center and organized by the Dressage 
Association of Southern California.  
 
Jane Savoie is a dressage competitor, coach, instructor, clinician, speaker, and author. You may recognize 
her as the author of the sports psychology book That Winning Feeling! or from her instructional video The 
Half-Halt Demystified. She was the Olympic coach for the Canadian 3-day event team, was a member of 
the United States Equestrian Team, and reserve rider for the U.S. at the Barcelona Olympics. Her list of 
accomplishments goes on and on; and although she’s involved in a lot of activities, from her clinic, you 
can tell she gives 110% in whatever she does! 
 
Jane started by saying, “You are your horse’s physical therapist. Find where he is locked, blocked, 
weak, and stiff. Then unblock, unlock, strengthen, and supple him.” For each lesson, she focused on 
one or two steps/concepts in the Pyramid of Training (Training Scale). By the end of the day, we had 
progressed through each of the steps. As an auditor, I found Jane’s logical explanations helped me to 
finally learn and not have to memorize the steps. 
 
Rhythm (with Energy and Tempo) and Relaxation (with Elasticity and Suppleness) 
First up was Peggy Hosking on her Oldenburg mare, Phoebe. The rain pounded on the roof of the covered 
arena, thunder rumbled in the distance, and Peggy and Jane worked on rhythm and relaxation! Jane 
explained that we should think forward first, whispering the aids, and expecting to get rear-wheel drive 
response. After some practice, Peggy had Phoebe practically jumping into the upward transition with no 
visible aids. 
 
Jane explained that the horse’s poll can flex right, left, and in. See-sawing the reins or opening and 
closing your fingers won’t get flexion. Instead we should “turn the key in the ignition to start the car” or 
“turn the key to unlock the door.” To self-test for flexion, stand parallel to the rail and make sure the 
horse’s neck stays parallel to it and you can see his inside eye. 
 
The second pair was Mahala Burns on her Hanoverian gelding, Paper Moon. Jane continued with the 
relaxation step by teaching us a suppling technique she calls the “Valium Exercise.” On a 20-m circle, 
the horse is flexed 1 inch to the inside; i.e., +1. The rider performs a supple by flexing the horse +7 inches 
to the inside and then back to a +1 inch position. The exercise consists of three supples (+7 – +1 – +7 – +1 
– +7 – +1) followed by six or seven strides of doing nothing when the horse is allowed to chew the reins 
from your hands. It’s “Valium” because you should feel the tension and hollowness drain from the horse.  
 
Connection (Acceptance of the Bit through Acceptance of the Aids) 
Moving up the training scale, Kip Goldreyer and her American Sport Pony, Tucker, focused on 
connection. To put the horse on the bit, Jane went through the steps for the connecting half-halt.(1) 
Close both legs for the surge, (2) close the outside fist, (3) vibrate the inside rein (3 little squeezes) while 
repeating “add (hind legs), add (hind legs), add (hind legs),” and (4) soften. 
 
During Kip’s second lesson, Jane explained the stretchy circle and üeberstreichen check for connection to 
the outside rein. For the stretchy circle, check the rhythm, check for suppleness, do a connecting half-halt, 
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and let the horse chew the reins from your hands. One-handed üeberstreichen tests for connection; if the 
horse looks to the outside, there is none. Two-handed üeberstreichen tests for collection.  
 
We watched Jeanne Kaleth-Martin on her Oldenburg mare, Roxy, demonstrate more figures with the 
suppling exercises and connecting half-halt. Jane had Jeanne demonstrate layering half-halts to get a 
horse round and keep her there during a transition. Jane also explained that all horses have a hollow and 
stiff side. A horse that is stiff right and hollow left has short and contracted muscles on the left side. 
Taking a shorter step makes the left hind leg weaker. The right hind leg is stronger. As your horse’s 
physical therapist, when schooling, you should modify the movements to stretch and elongate the muscles 
on the hollow left side about 80% of time, not 50%. For example, when tracking left, do counter-suppling 
(-7 – 0 – -7 – 0 – -7 – 0). Jane cautioned that we shouldn’t ride this way at shows since “schooling is 
about fixing mistakes and shows are about hiding them.”  
 
Impulsion (Increased Energy and Thrust) and Straightness (Improved Alignment and Balance) 
Jane worked on impulsion (equals more) and straightness during Tracy Linn’s lesson on Barbara Currie’s 
P.R.E. stallion, Genio Mac. We should ask the horse to be forward through the body by “shifting the 
parallelogram.” First, ride a lengthening then slowing and back to lengthening then slowing. Then ask 
the horse to lengthen by closing your legs but don’t lengthen. The horse’s poll will come up and his nose 
will poke slightly in front of the vertical. When you close your legs, raise your hands with the elevated 
poll and go forward with your hands the same amount you had to raise them. Finally, make sure it’s 
elastic!  
 
Collection (Increased Engagement, Lightness of the Forehand, Self-carriage) 
Ellen Corob rode her Russian/Dutch Warmblood mare, Deynika, next. Jane explained what you should 
see in collection: a shortening from poll to tail (not poll to neck), withers coming above the level of the 
croup, and a loading of the hind legs. The horse should step up to the bit rather than rolling over it. 
Decreasing the size of your circles to load the inside hind leg, adding lateral work, riding frequent 
transitions that skip a gait, and doing collecting half-halts to decrease the amount of ground covered by 
about 50 percent while keeping the same tempo and rhythm, are all ways to collect a horse. 
 
On the second day of the clinic, Mahala started her lesson on Paper Moon by doing simple changes 
through the walk with unwanted trot steps. Jane had her do three collecting half-halts – a momentary 
closure of seat, legs, and hands – on a 20-m canter circle. When she got the collection, Jane taught Mahala 
to ask for a 50% reduction in the amount of ground her horse’s leg moved when his inside hind leg was 
on the ground. Mahala’s simple changes went from 5s and 6s to 9s and 10s! 
 
With Kimberly Penman riding her horse Jasper Ridge, a KWPN gelding, Jane focused on her philosophy 
of benign antagonism. Ask your horse to do the opposite of whatever he is doing that you don’t like. For 
example, if your horse is quick at the trot, ride a 60-degree nose-to-rail leg yield to make him slow down 
and lengthen his stride. Also to teach your horse that he has another gear in him, make him move his legs 
so fast he realizes he has to lengthen for the new gear. Cut off the corners on both short sides so that you 
don’t run out of arena before getting the horse revved up. 
 
Based on this clinic, I would encourage riders to check out Jane Savoie’s books, newsletters, etc. at 
www.janesavoie.com and ask anyone who is thinking of putting on a clinic to consider Jane Savoie. The 
riders and auditors I have talked to were excited and energized, and have found success in Jane’s 
techniques. Thanks Pomona Chapter picking up the registration fee for a great clinic! I can’t wait until 
I’m riding again. 
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 2008 Sponsorship Packages 
 

*All Sponsorships will receive a link from our website to yours!! 

 
Partner                                                                                                                                                    

¼ page ad in every Free Rein Newsletter. 
Recognition on the Award Winning Pomona Chapter website.                                              

$250 

 
Junior Supporter 

This special fund will go directly towards the Juniors who belong to the Pomona Chapter.  
This will help defray costs of clinics and championship show expenses. 

Receive all the benefits of the Partner.  
In addition your (business) name/logo will be placed on all ribbons for one show of your pick and you will be 

upgraded to a FULL PAGE AD! 
This is limited to the first 5 businesses.  

$500 
 

Contributor                                                                                                                                               
1/2 page ad in every Free Rein Newsletter.            

 Choose to advertise your business with 4 different ads in each newsletter.  
Recognition on the Award Winning Pomona Chapter.                                      

 Provide a banner for your business and we will place it up at all of our shows. 
We will place your literature/coupons/samples in exhibitor packets at all shows. 

$1000 
 

Champion                                                                                                                                               
Full page ad in every Free Rein Newsletter.             

Choose to advertise your business with 4 different ads in each newsletter. 
 Recognition on the Award Winning Pomona Chapter.                                      

 Provide a banner for your business  and we will place it up at all of our shows.   
We will place your literature/coupons/samples in exhibitor packets at all shows.                                                

Vendor booths available at each show.                                                                                                                                                
$2000 
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Chapter News 
All Hallow’s Eve Dressage 

By Erin Vallarino 
The All Hallows Eve Dressage Show at the Maverick 
Ridge Rider’s Arena in West Covina was a hit. We had 
many new comers to the Pomona Chapter Show who 
seemed thrilled with the facility and the fun easygoing 
atmosphere that filled the show. The show hosted one 
arena instead of the usual two that gave plenty of room 
for the costume parade during the lunch break. We had 
kids, horses and even a dog in costume for the 
festivities. The Dressage Divas, aka Pomona Chapter 
Juniors, hosted lunch with homemade treats as well as 
burgers for lunch. A big Thanks to Jennifer Mulgrew 
the show manager. Also look for Jennifer next year 
since she has volunteered to manage all of our 2009 
shows. Hope to see you all at the Spring Fling in 
March!! 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
In Loving Memory of Jeremiah 

By Susan Kirsten Rehfeld 

 

 
Ever since I was a young child I dreamed of my perfect horse.  This perfect horse was beautiful.  He was 
going to have a beautiful copper chestnut coat with four full white stockings and a white blaze.  He was 
going to be graceful and float across the ground when he moved.  Little did I know that one day I would 
get to own this “perfect horse.”  His name was Jeremiah.  I owned him for seven wonderful years.  We 
competed through Training level and was getting ready to start competing at First level in 2009.  I also 
competed with him at a local Combined Training event (cross country jumping and dressage).  
Unfortunately on December 10, 2008 Jeremiah passed away due to an accident while turned out in the 
arena.  He will always be in my heart.  I receive comfort from knowing that he is now galloping on green 
pastures in heaven. 
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Chapter News 
 
Awards Banquet   
By Maria Michaelson 
 
Wow, what a way to end the season!  Our 2008 Year End Awards banquet was held on November 23rd at 
the Coco Palms Restaurant in Pomona. For all that attended, it appeared to be a fun filled spectacular 
evening packed with ribbons, trophies, prizes and raffles.  There was a Silent Auction that included a, 2 
night-round trip for 2 to Catalina Island, Private cooking classes, Nutro Baskets, Starbucks baskets, Club 
33 entrance, just to name a few, and many, many raffles items from saddle pads, restaurant gift 
certificates, horse products to amusement park passes.  All of these items were generously donated for our 
awards banquet and the proceeds, over $1,400.00 went back to the chapter. 

 
The Grand Champion and Reserve awards & ribbons were 
unique this year; a Gold medal with a blue ribbon was 
displayed in a shadow box frame that included a personalized 
name plaque and photo.  Silver medals with a red ribbon for 
Reserve were wrapped around wooded photo album also with 
a name plaque and photo.  There were over 70 top 5 ribbons 
handed out as well as Breed award ribbons, sponsored by 
Julie Haefner and some Breed Registry awards were donated 
by specific registries.  Two new awards were introduced this 
year: the Azure Farms Perpetual Trophy, sponsored by Peggy 
Hoskin, for the Highest Score at Second level and the Hidden 
River Ranch Perpetual Trophies, sponsored by Susan 

Hoffman Peacock, for the Highest Scoring Pony in Jr/Yr and also the Highest Scoring Pony in AA. 
 
A special “thank you” goes to Steve Neely for the design and layout of the Awards Banquet Program.  
His artistic expression and talent were extremely appreciated and well as his long hours devoted to 
typesetting the program itself. This did not go unnoticed! And a very special “thank you” to our Year End 
Awards Committee team for the hours and hours AND hours of preparation, crossing “T’s” ,dotting “I’s” 
& triple checking scores, that enabled us to make this event a success. Wendy Fuire and Julie 
Haefner….Thank You!! Sonia Regenfuss, Thank you for taking control of the microphone and setting the 
pace at the ceremony thereby creating a radiant and enjoyable atmosphere throughout the awards 
presentation. 
    
It was a pleasure to see such a great response in the attendance; everyone looked stunning, all dressed up 
& hair down, and very relaxed. That’s not to say we don’t look stunning with our hair up, in our white 
breaches, black jacket and helmet or top hat! 
 
Congratulation to all our winners and I look forward to seeing you all at the next show! 
 
Maria Michaelson 
Year End Awards Chairwomen 
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Chapter News 
 

2008 Year End Award Winners 
 

 
2008 Year-End Award Winners 
 
Introductory Level – Junior/Young Rider 
Grand Champion:  Elysha Frame and RA Kharismic 
Dance with 65.333 % 
Reserve Champion: Heather Young and Jackson with 
61.500 % 
Top Five High Scores: 

1) Lauren Palmquist riding Beulah Bay with 
69.000 % 

2) Elysha Frame riding RA Kharismic Danse 
with 68.500 % 

3) Alyssa Palmquist riding Too Much Bling 
with 68.000 % 

4) Elysha Frame riding Platinum Card+/ with 
65.500 % 

5) Heather Young riding Jackson with 64.000 
% 

 
Introductory Level – Adult Amateur 
Grand Champion: Kimberly Hudson Watts riding 
Zinca with 68.333 % 
Reserve Champion: Cherlyn Buchanan and Jackie 
with 61.333 % 
Top Five High Scores: 

1) Kimberly Hudson Watts riding Zinca with 
69.500 % 

2) Janet Jones riding Ariel with 66.000 % 
3) Cherlyn Buchanan riding Jackie with 63.500 

% 
4) Cherlyn Buchanan riding Jackson with 

61.500 % 
5) Lori L. Hayden riding Soft Coral with 

56.500 % 
 
Training Level – Junior/Young Rider 
Grand Champion: Olivia Jones and Marvin Grey with 
66.669 % 
Reserve Champion: Lacee K. Sandberg and Silver 
Lining with 65.119 % 
Top five High Scores: 

1) Olivia Jones riding Marvin Grey with 
69.643 % 

2) Alyssa Palmquist riding Too Much Bling 
with 67.391 % 

3) Lacee K. Sandberg riding Silver Lining with 
65.652 % 

4) Julissa Hoogeveen riding HMS Murphy’s 
Law with 65.600 % 

5) Emma Haas riding Tinker Toy with      
63.600 % 

 
Training Level – Adult Amateur 
Grand Champion: Karen O’Neil and Customized with 
68.400 % 
Reserve Champion: Kathy Dodson and Pedro with 
66.748 % 
Top Five High Scores: 

1) Anna Beal riding Uzziyahoo with 70.800 % 
2) Karen O’Neil riding Customized with 

70.400 % 
3) Kathy Dodson riding Pedro with 67.500 % 
4) Joanne Gentry-Ebert riding Santa Rosarita 

with 65.600 % (tie) 
Eric B. Grimm riding Remise with 65.600 % 
(tie) 
Krystal Stronks riding Skippas Intimidator 
with 65.600 % (tie) 

5) Mylene Chow riding Picasso VDA with 
64.800 % 

 
First Level – Junior/Young Rider 
Top Five High Scores: 

1) Julissa Hoogeveen riding Edge Out with 
57.895 % 

2) Emma Haas riding Tinker Toy with 55.333 
% 

3) Alexa Wrench riding Zip’s Good Fortune 
with 52.000 % 

 
First Level – Adult Amateur 
Grand Champion: Sandra Walker and Picasso VDA 
with 65.963 % 
Reserve Champion: Anna Beal and Uzziyahoo with 
64.534 % 
Top Five High Scores: 

1) Sandra Walker riding Picasso VDA with 
67.333 % 

2) Anna Beal riding Uzziyahoo with 67.222 % 
3) Cheryl English riding Bolero CL II with 

66.000 % 
4) Jill Shirley riding Fenian with 65.789 
5) Anna Beal riding Viktor with 65.000 
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First Level – Open 
Grand Champion: Gayle Smith and Rotspon’s Delite 
with 67.035 % 
Reserve Champion: Vicky Rowe and Special Edition 
with 65.407 % 
Top Five High Scores: 

1) Gayle Smith riding Rotspon’s Delite with 
67.714 % 

2) Vicky Rowe riding Special Edition with 
67.638 % 

3) Tiffany Kell Brinton riding Valley Oaks 
Sirocco with 63.667 % 

 
Second Level – Junior/Young Rider 
Grand Champion:  Brianne Kaak and Phantom of the 
Opera with 58.923 % 
Top Five High Scores: 

1) Brianne Kaak riding Phantom of the Opera 
with 60.263 % 

2) Hayley Buckingham riding Hayley’s Comet 
with 54.054 % 

 
Second Level – Adult Amateur 
Grand Champion: Christie Cooper and Radetzky with 
63.119 % 
Top Five High Scores: 

1) Christie Cooper riding Radetzky with 64.186 
% 

2) Angel Braach riding Rhomaj with 56.486 % 
 
Second Level – Open 
Grand Champion: Gayle Smith and Phoebe with 
67.047 % 
Top Five High Scores: 

1) Gayle Smith riding Phoebe with 72.093 % 
2) Carolyn Tice riding Cerman with 66.757 % 
3) Tiffany Kell Brinton riding Phantom of the 

Opera with 63.095 % 
4) Carolyn Tice riding Quinto with 56.977 % 

 
Third Level – Junior/Young Rider 
Grand Champion: Kathryn Mayo and Glover Mint 
with 60.388 % 
Top Five High Scores: 

1) Hayley Buckingham riding Jubilee with 
61.795 % 

2) Kathryn Mayo riding Glover Mint with 
61.163 % 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Third Level – Adult Amateur 
Grand Champion: Susan Foley and Foxhollow 
Compass Rose with 60.441 % 
Top Five High Scores: 

1) Susan Foley riding Foxhollow Compass 
Rose with 61.163 % 

 
Third Level – Open 
Top Five High Scores: 

1) Tiffany Kell Brinton riding Pikard with 
67.949 % 

2) Rhiannon Yard riding Hezekiah with 62.051 
% 

3) Tiffany Kell Brinton riding Jolie with 
59.231 % 

 
Fourth Level – Adult Amateur 
Top Five High Scores: 

1) Sonia Regenfuss riding Fabiola with 60.698 
% 

2) Mark Potter riding Finneas with 57.209 % 
 
FEI – Prix St. Georges 
Champion: Tiffany Kell Brinton and Pantros-S with 
63.625 % 
Top Five High Scores: 

1) Tiffany Kell Brinton riding Pantros-S with 
64.750 % 

 
Freestyle 
Champion: Wendy Fuire and Worthy with 59.375 % 
Top Five High Scores: 

1) Wendy Fuire riding Worthy with 62.083 % 
 
Dressage Seat Equitation – Junior/Young Rider 
Grand Champion: Brianne Kaak with 75.000 % 
Reserve Champion: Julissa Hoogeveen with 67.500 
% 
Top Five High Scores: 

1) Brianne Kaak with 80.000 % 
2) Julissa Hoogeveen with 72.000 % 
3) Olivia Jones with 71.500 % 
4) Hayley Buckingham with 65.000 % 
5) Hayley Buckingham with 62.000 % 

 
Dressage Seat Equitation – Adult Amateur 
Grand Champion: Jennifer Mulgrew with 73.000 % 
Reserve Champion: Cathy Lindfors with 72.500 % 
Top Five High Scores: 

1) Cathy Lindfors with  76.000 % (tie) 
Jennifer Mulgrew with 76.000 % (tie) 

2) Krystal Stronks with 66.000 % 
3) Kimberly Hudson Watts with 63.000 % 
4) Marsha Carey with 61.000 % 
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Chapter Perpetual Trophies 
 

Charlotte Langlois Perpetual Trophy (highest score at first level) 
Gayle Smith and Rotspon’s Delite with 67.714 % 

Reserve Certificate to Vicky Rowe and Special Edition 
 

Sherry Guess Junior Perpetual Trophy (highest score by a junior/young rider) 
Olivia Jones and Marvin Grey with 69.643 % 

Reserve Certificate to Alyssa Palmquist and Too Much Bling 
 

Pomona Chapter Adult Amateur Perpetual Trophy (highest adult amateur score) 
Anna Beal and Uzziyahoo with 70.800 % 

Reserve Certificate to Karen O’ Neil and Customized 
 

Datsa Toyota Perpetual Trophy (highest overall score) 
Gayle Smith and Phoebe with 72.093 % 

Reserve Certificate to Anna Beal and Uzziyahoo 
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Member Sponsered Awards 
 
 

Rocking T Ranch Introductory Level Perpetual Trophy for Junior/Young Riders 
Generously Sponsored by Carol and Jim Tice 

Jr/Yr: Lauren Palmquist and Beulah Bay with 69.000 % 
Jr/Yr: Reserve Certificate to Elysha Frame and RA Kharismic Danse 

AA: Kimberly Hudson Watts and Zinca with 69.500 % 
AA: Reserve Certficate to Janet Jones and Ariel 

 
Azure Farms Second Level Perpetual Trophy 

Generously Sponsored by Peggy Hosking 
Gayle Smith and Phoebe with 72.093 % 

 
Hidden River Ranch High Point Pony Award 

Generously Sponsored by Susan Hoffman Peacock 
Jr/Yr:  Emma Haas and Tinker Toy with 63.600 % 

AA:  Krystal Stronks and Skippas Intimidator with 65.600 % 
 

TK Year-End Equitation Award 
Generously Sponsored by Tiffany Kell Brinton 

AA : Cathy Lindfors with 8 points 
AA:  Reserve Certificate to Jennfier Mulgrew 

 
Jr/Yr: Julissa Hoogeveen with 7 points 

Jr/Yr: Reserve Certificate to Brianne Kaak 
 

Kismet Farm Dutch Warmblood High Score Award 
Generously Sponsored by Anna Beal 

Tr-3rd Level: Sandra Walker riding Picasso VDA with 67.333 % 
4th-FEI: Tiffany Kell Brinton riding Pantros-S with 64.750 % 
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Breed High Score Awards 
 
2008 ribbons and certificates generously sponsored and provided by Julie A. Haefner 
Breed Registry Awards generously provided as noted below: 
 
American Paint Horse High Score and American Paint Horse Association Registry Award: 
 Skippas Intimidator ridden by Krystal Stronks with 65.600 % 
 
American Quarter Horse High Score: 
 Too Much Bling ridden by Alyssa Palmquist with 67.391 % 
 
American Saddlebred and National Show Horse High Score: 
 Platinum Card +/ ridden by Elysha Frame with 59.565 % 
 
American Shire Horse High Score: 
 HMS Murphy’s Law ridden by Julissa Hoogeveen with 65.600 % 
 
American Warmblood High Score: 
 Santa Rosarita ridden by Joanne Ebert-Gentry with 65.600 % 
 
Andalusian/Lusitano High Score:  
 Bella Regalas ridden by Pam McVicar with 59.565 % 
 
Arabian High Score: 
 Rhomaj ridden by Angel Braach with 56.486 % 
 
Belgian Warmblood High Score: 
 Quinto ridden by Carolyn Tice with 56.977 % 
 
Canadian Sport Horse High Score: 
 Ariel ridden by Olivia Jones with 58.400 % 
Canadian Warmblood High Score: 
 Jolie ridden by Tiffany Kell Brinton with 59.231 % 
 
Cleveland Bay High Score and Cleveland Bay Horse Association of North America Registry: 
 Foxhollow Compass Rose ridden by Susan Foley with 61.163 % 
 
Dutch Warmblood High Score and KWPN-NA Registry Award (training-first level): 
 Uzziyahoo ridden by Anna Beal with 70.800 % 
 
Dutch Warmblood KWPN-NA Registry Award (second-third level): 
 Radetzky ridden by Christie Cooper with 64.186 % 
 
Friesian High Score: 
 Pedro ridden by Kathy Dodson with 67.500 % 
 
German Oldenburg High Score and GOV Registry Award: 
 Phoebe ridden by Gayle Smith with 72.093 % 



 
Free Rein     20  

 
Haflinger High Score and American Haflinger Registry Award: 
 Mi-Little Amigo ridden by Marsha Carey with 62.000 % 
 
Half Arabian High Score: 
 Chexmate DF ridden by Jennfier Mulgrew with with 61.714 % 
 
Hanoverian High Score and American Hanoverian Association Registry Award: 
 Fenian ridden by Jill Shirley with 65.789 % 
 
Holsteiner High Score and American Holsteiner Horse Association Registry Award: 
 Customized ridden by Karen O’ Neil with 70.400 % 
 
International Sport Horse/North American Oldenburg High Score and ISR/Oldenburg Registry of North 
America Registry Award: 
 Pikard ridden by Tiffany Kell Brinton 67.949 % 
 
Morgan High Score Award and American Morgan Horse Association Registry Award: 
 Valley Oaks Sirocco ridden by Tiffany Kell Brinton with 63.667 % 
 
Performance Horse High Score: 
 Silver Lining ridden by Lacee K. Sandberg with 65.652 % 
 
Pure Spanish Horse High Score: 
 Bolero CL II ridden by Cheryl English with 66.000 % 
 
Swedish Warmblood High Score and SWANA Registry Award: 
 Cerman ridden by Carolyn Tice with 66.757 % 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Pastures 
Cookies For Horses 
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Silent Auction Winners 2008   
 
Thanks to the generosity of our donors, attendees and volunteers, the 2008 CDS-Pomona 
Awards Banquet held on November 23rd at the Coco Palms Restaurant in Pomona was 
another great success.  Over $1,400 was raised at the Silent Auction and Raffle with 
proceeds benefiting our 2009 Awards Program and other Chapter activities.  A huge thank 
you to Maria Michaelson, Wendy Fuire and Sonia Regenfuss – without their hard work in 
organizing the event and coordinating the auction and raffle, the evening would not have 
been possible.   
 
Congratulations to all of this year’s High Bidders and Raffle winners.  We greatly 
appreciate everyone’s support in making this fundraiser a continued success.  And the 
winners are . . .  
 

ITEM WINNER 
Spaghettini Grill & Jazz Club Sunday Brunch with 
cherrywood wine kit and bottle of merlot (donated by 
Maria and Alan Michaelson) 

 
Kathy Dodson 

Champagne Picnic Basket and chocolate filled case 
(donated by Tempo Farms) 

Jan Buchanan 

Nutro Cat Carrier filled with collars, leashes, toys, 
treats, samples and Nutro food vouchers (donated by 
Christie Cooper) 

Cathy Lindfors 

Starbucks Coffee Basket filled with coffee, goodies and 
gift card (donated by Lacee Sandberg) 

 
Christie Cooper 

Starbucks Tea Basket filled with tea, goodies and gift 
card (donated by Lacee Sandberg) 

 
Christie Cooper 

Cooking Class for Two with Chef Debbie Dubbs 
(donated by Debbie Dubbs) 

Kathy Doyel 

Anaheim White House Brunch Gift Card (donated by 
Anaheim White House) 

Mylene Chow 

Two Sealy Posturpedic Ergonomic Office Chairs 
(donated by John Fuire/Prime Contract Sales) 

Mylene Chow  
Anna Beal 

Nutro Dog Carrier filled with collars, leashes, toys, 
treats, samples and Nutro food vouchers (donated by 
Christie Cooper) 

 
Anna Beal 

Club 33 and Disneyland/Advertureland Passes for Four 
(donated by Mylene Chow and family) 

 
Wendy Fuire 

Catalina Getaway with two nights hotel stay, round-trip 
boat ride and gift certificates to various restaurants  

 
Steve & Heather Neely 

 

Banquet News  
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By Christie Cooper

 
These 10 participants are the faces of our future in dressage judging.  They dedicated 64 hours alone in 
actual “class time.”  Not to mention the countless additional hours of practice judging that is required, 
studying and completing homework. The L Program is a great way to get each potential new judge off to 
a great start and one that is consistent in coming up with scores, comments, etc,.  Congratulations to each 
person who finished Part 1 of the program – job well done!!  Out of this group we have 7 that are going to 
continue on to Part 2!  When they successfully pass Part 2 they will then have earned the title “L Program 
Graduate,” which can earn them the ability to enter the “r” judges program!! 

 
If you were not able to come and audit the L Program, I would highly 
recommend auditing the next one that is close to you.  Sessions A, B and C 
are open to auditors.  Each session was hosted by a different judge.  The L 
Program faculty members, who are at least “S” judges themselves, were, 
Trenna Atkins, Jeff Moore and Sandy Howard.  A big thank you goes out 
to each judge who taught the sessions!   
 
 
Each session was held at Wood Field Farms in Yucaipa.  Terry Woods, 
owner was a most gracious hostess.  Her barn was impeccably kept and 
with a covered ring and mirrors was a lovely place to ride in the heat of the 
day.  We had over 40 demo riders and horses.  Above, is Kathryn Mayo, 
riding her horse in one of the sessions.  Although the program is geared 

towards the participants, the demo riders were able to gain some valuable pointers to improve position or 
their horse’s way of going.   
 
In fact, this is what spawned the Sandy Howard rider biomechanics clinic in February that our chapter is 
sponsoring!  If you didn’t make Session C, I would highly recommend auditing this clinic!!  A video 
presentation will be used prior to the start of each ride.  Each rider will be briefly video taped and a 
discussion of that will be evaluated on Day 2 of the clinic.  If you were not able to get into this clinic, 
please email Christie Cooper at ccooper@nutroproducts.com for a possible 2nd clinic by Sandy on Rider 
Bio Mechanics!! 

 
 

USDF L Program-The Faces of our Future 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 

CDS-POMONA CHAPTER STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT 
28 October 2008 

 
Ending Balance 12.31.07      9,155.46 
 
INCOME: 
 2008 Sponsorships      2,475.00 
 CDS Website Award         500.00 
 April Show Revenue      7,435.00 
 July Show Revenue      7,391.00 
 August Show Revenue     6,390.00 
 October Show Revenue     4,073.00 
 2008 L Program Participant Income             10,700.00 
 2008 L Program Auditor Fees    1,850.00 
 2009 L Program Participant Deposits    1,800.00 
 Sale Proceeds for Show Trailer    1,500.00 
 AHCD Score Recognition Fee                    65.00 
 Ride Your Test/Kessler Clinic Income      325.00 
 2008 Awards Banquet Program Ad          60.00 
 
TOTAL INCOME:                53,714.46 
 
EXPENSES: 
 L Program Expenses   $ 11,510.33 
 2007 Volunteers Award  $        25.00 
 April Show Expenses   $   3,287.68 
 July Show Expenses   $   4,979.36 
 August Show Expenses  $   3,103.23 
 October Show Expenses  $   2,610.04 
 CDS AA Clinic   $      150.00 
 New Show Trailer & Upgrades $   4,774.00 
 Audit Steffen Peters Clinic  $        50.00 
 Cool August Nights Table  $      350.00 
 Audit Jane Savoie Clinic  $        60.00 
 Newsletter    $   2,196.48 
 Website & Email Program  $      429.59 
 2009 Show Expenses   $      585.00 
 2009 Elections    $      192.69 
 2008 Awards Banquet Deposit $      600.00 
 2008 YE Awards & Invites  $   1,538.12 
 2008 Board of Director Gifts  $      235.40 
 Transfer 2007 Jr Balance   $   1,164.45  
 
TOTAL EXPENSES:    $ 37,841.37         
 
Ending Balnce 10.28.08      $ 15,873.09     
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CDS-POMONA CHAPTER 
Statement of Junior Account 

15 November 2008 
 
 
Beginning Balance:  01.01.08      $ 1,164.45 
 
Income:  Sponsorships by Check   750.00 
               Sponsorship by Check           1,813.00 
    Sponsorship by Check                              1,500.00 
    Cash for recycling/lunches           1,063.00 
    October Show Lunch Income  150.00 
    April Show Lunch Income                         240.00 
    July Show Lunch Income                            202.00 
    August Show Lunch Income                       180.00 
    Sponsorships by Check   345.00 
    2009 Sponsorship    176.52 
               6,419.52 
 
Total Income:                  $ 7,583.97 
 
Expenses: 
  
              Lunch Reimbursement 152.68 
   Lunch Reimbursement 155.23 
              HOLD: 2007 Stipend 200.00 
   HOLD: Jones Stipend             55.00 
   Jones Show Fees  145.00 
   Tank Tops/Embroidery         504.00 
   Saddle Pads    279.00 
   Embroidery   150.00 
   Rhinestones     64.55 
   Stall Fees for Jr. Ch.              405.00 
   TKB CDS Jr. Sponsorship    150.00  
   Gerhard Politz Clinic            500.00 
   HOLD: 2008 Stipends*      1,000.00  
   2008 Stipends^              2,000.00                               
                           
Total Expenses:           5,760.46 
 
 
Ending Balance: 10.15.08               $ 1,823.51 
 
 
* Hold $200 each for Lauren Palmquist, Alyssa Palmquist, Katie Keegan, Morgan Spencer and McKenna Spencer (stipend 

must be redeemed not later than 9/2010) 
 
^ Paid $400 each to: Brianne Kaak, Julissa Hoogeveen, Hayley Buckingham, Melody Hicks, and Olivia Jones 
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Community Board   
 
    

5 year old Dutch Warmblood gelding by 
Veneziano.  17.2hh handsome bay.   
Kind, sweet, hard working – great 
temperament for Amateur.  
Loves people.  Will show 1st level in 
2009.  $35,000   
Contact Gayle Smith (951) 345-0103.  
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CDS-Pomona Chapter 

1700 Grevelia St #C 
South Pasadena, CA, 91030 

 

Yearend award winners, 
competition wrap ups. Reports 
from  the   Ride  a   Test   Clinic  
and the USDF AA clinic with 
Jane Savoie. All Inside, plus 
dates for next years activities!!! 


