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As everyone is preparing for the new 2008 show season despite the weather, the Pomona chapter is gearing up some 
new and excitng things for the members in 2008.  

Gearing up for a year full 
of fun. . .  
There are many ways to get 
involved with your Chapter to 
insure a fun filled and exciting 
year of Dressage! If you are a 
dressage enthusiasts without a 
horse think about volunteering at 
one of the chapter shows. Meet 
others who enjoy watching and 
some of the participants. Not 
quite sure how these shows run 
come talk to one of our managers 
and find out how to become part 
of the experience.  

Love to compete and attend all 
the shows you can afford? There 
are opportunities to audit a clinic 
and expand your knowledge or 
be a demo rider for free feedback 
on your riding. If you would 
rather just come and watch a 
competition eat lunch at the food 
both the Pomona Chapter Juniors 
run and help them get to 
Championships this year. 

The new board for 2008 
is very excited about providing 
each of you as members many 
opportunities to expand your 
knowledge and love for this sport 
we call dressage. 

New 2008 Board of Directors 
The ballot for the 2008 voluenteer Board of Directors was full to overflowing with great 
chapter members who wanted to become more involved. Thank you to everyone who put 
their name on the ballot. The  board members for 2008 are Amy Miller, Peggy Hoskings, 
Carmela Bozulich, Stephanie Bennett, Mylene Chow, Erin Vallarino,  and Christie Cooper. 
The board has recognized sereral members as committee chairs for their previous hard work; 
these include Tiffany Kell-Brinton, Heather Neely and Maria Michaelson. 

You have voted in a group of 
very motivated people who are 
committed to making not only 
Pomona chapter great but also 
your experience through the 
chapter great. The excitement 
was apparent on faces as new 
programs, ideas for sponsorship  
and year-end awards were 
discussed. We hope you will be 
excited about the programs 
available in 2008. 
In an organization like Pomona 
Chapter we rely on volunteers 
and participation from you as a 
member to make this a truly 
spectacular year. So no matter 
what you are interested in the 
chapter has something to offer 
you. Get involved and help us 
make 2008 a year to remember. 
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Editor’s Corner  
 
“Beginnings….” 
 

 Each year brings new opportunities, challenges and 
activities our way. This year I joined the Pomona Chapter Board 
for the first time, and am extremely excited to be working with 
such a motivated and organized group. Last year was full of fun 
shows, inspiring clinics and awesome events. The board this 
year is looking forward to expanding on the educational 
opportunities available for Pomona Chapter Members.  

So know what options are out there, apply for the CDS 
adult amateur clinic, get involved with the PO chapter juniors, 
volunteer at a show, be a demo rider for the USDF ‘L’ program. 
There is always more to do than we have time for but don’t be 
shy about asking to get involved. Everyone can be a part of the 
chapter, I am thrilled to be part of the board but we need to 
know what you as a member want. So write to us and share you 
ideas, experiences or goals. This chapter continues to be a leader 
in CDS and throughout the country so lets keep the motivation 
and innovation going. 

I look forward to and exciting and fun filled year with all 
of you! 
 
Erin 
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! 
 
    If you have something you would like to 
share with the Chapter about yourself, your 
horse or some other equestrian related 
experience, we invite you to submit your story 
to the newsletter editor for inclusion in one of 
our upcoming issues.  Submissions may be 
edited and will be reviewed by the Board and 
editor for suitability.  Letters to the 
Editor/Board are also encouraged. 

Send your submissions via email to 
erinvall@gmail.com  
or by regular post  to 

   Free Rein c/o  Erin Vallarino 
724 S. Garfield Ave 

Monterey Park, CA, 91754 
 

2008 Board Members 
 
Amy Miller ▪ Chapter Chair 
626.827.2506 
slm5142@aol.com 
 
Stephanie Bennett ▪ Education Chair 
909.652.0371 
info@barnsidelabs.com 
 
Carmela Bozulich ▪ Board Member 
909.869.1081 
jcbozhome@verizon.net 
 
Mylene Chow ▪ Secretary 
714.985.0366 
chowboyz@pacbell.net 
 
Peggy Hosking ▪ Logistics Chair 
951.258.7178 
hoslaw@sbcglobal.net 
 
Erin Vallarino ▪ Newsletter Editor 
951.532.4342 
erinvall@gmail.com  
 
Christie Cooper ▪ Sponsorship Chair 
562.682.1677 
ccooper@nutroproducts.com 
 
Heather Neely ▪ Treasurer 
714.638.1507 
heather.neely@sce.com 
 
Tiffany Kell Brinton ▪ Jr & Yr Coordinator 
714.528.6036 
TeamTKell@aol.com 
 
Maria Michaelson ▪ Award & Banquet Chair 
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Emergency Evacuations 
 
 
By Amanda Waterfield-Gibson 
 

 Do you know where you would go in an 
emergency?  Do you have a little food set aside along with 
some blankets and batteries?  I’m sure we all do, or at least 
we would like to, but how about your animals.  Where do 
they go in the event of a fire or major earthquake?  Cats 
and dogs can normally go to shelters with their owners, but 
where would your horse, goat, sheep, or even llama go?  
Do you have provisions set aside for them?  
 Over the past few years this has been a major 
topic for many horse owners.  They live in an area that 
backs up to beautiful foothills and mountains, with plenty 
of trails to ride in, but that can also burn quickly when 
there is little to no rainfall.  It has come to the attention to 
horse and livestock owners that they need to find a place 
for their “babies”.  So where do they go?  Do you drive 
them down the road to your friend’s house?  Do you take 
them to a friend in another city?  Are there shelters that 
will take them?  And what if you do not own a trailer, how 
do you move them out of harms way?  What about your 
friend’s horses?  These are the questions that many horse 
owners faced this past year, and before in 2003. 
 Equine evacuation is not as simple as putting your 
horse in a trailer and moving him or her down the road.  In 
2001, the members of the Alta Loma Riding Club were 
asked to assist in the evacuation of approximately 30 
horses for a location where impending fire put the horses 
in danger.  The chaos that ensued was horrific.  It was 
unclear where horses would go, who took them, and how 
they were to get back.  It was then that the Alta Loma 
Emergency Response Team (ALERT) was established. 
 Within the ALERT system a set plan of action is 
established should the need arise to evacuate 1 horse or 
hundreds.  The group supervisor is stationed at the 
emergency command center, having contact with all other 
commanders and getting first hand information, instead of 
getting rumors and false leads.  From there, he can contact 
his call team leader, whose job it is to contact all known 
members of the team, letting them know the situation and 
where they should report to, should the need arise.  The 
group supervisor is also in contact with his Evac Unit 
Leader and Animal Facility Unit Leader.    

The Evac Unit Leader is in charge of all of the 
evacuation teams.  Teams of 2 to 4 individuals are 
assigned a location at which to pick up horses.  These 
teams do not just go and get any horse they want; they are 
giving specific details about the horses they are to retrieve, 
and where to take them.  When they are sent out of the 
staging location, they have paperwork already started 
about the horse; much like a paramedic would have about 
a patient.  They are to document the condition of the horse 
when they arrive at the home or barn and again when they 

arrive at the holding facility.  The evacuation teams 
complete a horse identification form, noting all markings 
on the horse, location of the horse, and any other pertinent 
information they may have, either from the owner or other 
paperwork they may find near the horse.   

Side stepping a little here; it is very important to 
have information about your horse either in your barn or 
attached to the stall.  Many times during an emergency we 
are so caught up in everything else, we forget about the 
little things such as who our vet is, what supplements our 
horse might need or what they may be allergic to.  A 
proper ID form should have all of your contact 
information, an incase of emergency contact person, 
veterinary information, feeding regimen, medications, and 
either a picture showing both sides of your horse, or a 
diagram showing markings of your horse.  Having this 
information available will not only help you, but if your 
horse needs to be evacuated when you are not home, it 
helps the team assigned to evacuate them 

Once a horse is evacuated, it is important that 
they not be taken just down the road.  Fires and floods can 
spread, meaning your horse may need to be moved again, 
causing more stress to all involved.  Within the ALERT, 
there are areas already determined to be out of fire and 
flood danger, should the worst happen.  It is in these 
locations that prearrangements have already been made 
and set ups are only a phone call away.   

The Animal Facility Unit Leader is in charge of 
what ever location is needed during that emergency.  They 
supervise the security manager, vet-tech manager, animal 
care manger and supply manager.  Each of these middle 
management positions are in charge of what their names 
entail.  

When a horse is evacuated, and brought to the 
facility, they are checked in by the security and told where 
to go.  Horses are unloaded in an orderly fashion, being 
checked out by a veterinarian if possible or other person 
with animal health knowledge to check for signs of colic, 
cuts, or any other trauma that the horse may have.  They 
are then assigned a stall.  The entire time, the horses’ 
paperwork fallows along being signed off by each person 
who has contact with him.  This keeps all of the horses’ 
identification with them, and helps to not have any lost 
horses.  The facility should be run much like a hospital, 
keeping tract of all patients in it, and where they are at all 
times.   

Horses are normally assigned an identification 
number, either by the team that evacuated it, or if an owner 
brings their own horse to the facility, then the security 
manager will normally do so.  These ID numbers are 
written on all the horses’ paperwork along with being 
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written on the horse in grease pen.  This is done to help 
further organize the way horses are cared for and 
identified. 

Food for the horses can be bought again through 
prearrangement, or many bales of hay are donated.  If the 
emergency falls under FEMA, then funds can be made 
available though contact with the Evacuation Group 
Supervisor and the command center.  Feeding and cleaning 
the horses can normally be done by a few volunteers.  
Contacting your local Boy Scouts, Girl Scout or 4H 
program can normally lead to more help for the facility. 

Through volunteer efforts and prearrangements, 
horses can stay at the holding facility as long as needed.  

When owners are finely able to return home, horses can 
either be picked up by the owner, showing the proper 
identification, or if a trailer is unavailable, the horse can be 
taken back by an available evacuation team. 

If the fires this past year have taught us anything, 
it is to be prepared.  Have ID forms for your horses.  
Organize in your barn, boarding facility or city an 
evacuation plan, and have contact information of where 
your horses can go that will put them out of harms way.  
Once a plan is in action, practice mock evacuations, using 
model horses if need be, to aid in a smooth and organized 
endeavor.  Always allow for the unexpected, and be 
prepared. 

 

 
Competition/Rule News 
 
 
Pomona Chapter Rule Changes
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regional Adult Amateur CDS Chapter 
Competition 
 
CDS is providing an opportunity for all Adult 
Amateur Riders to compete against each other in 
the Regional Adult Amateur CDS Chapter 
Competion.  There will be two divisions: Elite 
Adult Amateur (previously competed at a CDS 
Championship) and Novice (those who have not 
competed at CDS Championships).  Competitors 
will ride the highest test of the level entered 
(Training through Fourth will be offered).  The 
Southern competition will be hosted by Santa 
Clarita and Los Angeles Chapters as part of their 
summer show at LAEC on June 7-8, 2008. 

 

**Volunteers hours must be earned by each 
horse/rider combination.  Each horse's rider, 
owner or immediate family member of rider or 
owner may earn the four hours to be eligible 
for awards.  No other donations will be 
accepted. 
**Disciplinary actions will be in place for all 
chapter members.  All Pomona chapter 
members must uphold exemplary conduct – 
acting in a manner deemed improper, 
unethical, dishonest, unsportsmanlike or 
intemperate or prejudicial to the best interest of 
the sport and the Chapter will not be tolerated.  
Members not upholding these standards will be 
held accountable according to the disciplinary 
process in place under the USDF/USEF 
disciplinary rules.  Members with questionable 
standing will be allowed a hearing in front of 
the current elected board of the chapter.  
Disciplinary actions may include limiting 
involvement in the chapter's year end award 
program, and limiting the member's ability to 
volunteer.  The Pomona Chapter members 
CDS membership will not be at risk unless so 
determined by CDS Executive board.  
**New Sponsorship rates have been set.  
Check the website for more information. 
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Calendar of Events 
2008 
 
April 13, 2008 
Spring Fling Dressage Show 
(CDS recognized) 
Maverick Ridge Riders Arena 
West Covina, CA 
Judges: Janet Curtis (S) • Rebekha Maffei (R) 

 
 
April 11-April 13, 2008 
CDS Adult Amature Clinic 
Shadowridge Equestrian Center 
Highland, CA 
Instructor: Rachel Saavedra 
 

 
 
May 17-May 18, 2008 
L Program Session A 
Introduction to Judging and Biomechanics 
Trenna Atkins 

 
 

June 28-June 29, 2008 
L Program Session B 
Judging criteria for gaits, paces, movements 
    and figures 
J. Ashton Moore 

 
 

July 6, 2008 
Steppin’ into Summer Dressage Show 
(CDS • USDF • USEF recognized) 
Maverick Ridge Riders Arena 
West Covina, CA 
Judges: Carole Hoffman (S) • Julie Sodowsky (R) 
 

 
 
 

July 26-27, 2008 
L Program Session C 
Collective Marks, Basics and Musical 
Freestyle 
Sandy Howard 
 
 
September 20-21, 2008 
Judging Full Tests in each level 
Sandy Howard 
Woodside, CA 
 
 
October 19, 2008 
All Hallows Eve Dressage Show 
(CDS Recognized) 
Maverick Ridge Riders Arena 
West Covina, CA  
Judges: Mary Grace Davidson (S) • Kristi Wysocki 
(R) 
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Scribing…You’ve Got to Try it! 
 
By Mylene Chow, Secrectary  

 
 
 

 
Being an adult amateur in the world of dressage is nerve racking in itself…the idea of actually 

having to sit next to a judge and see all the things that can go wrong during a test…that seemed just 
downright scary to me.  Since in my old age I have enough trouble simply memorizing my tests, the idea 
of having to accurately keep track of a fast talking judge’s comments on others seemed impossible to 
me…yet somehow I mottled my way through it.  But after spending a morning scribing for a judge at the 
last CDS Pomona Chapter show, I can truly attest that it was on of the BEST learning experiences I could 
have.  Sitting up on the judge’s stand, I was able to hear and see, first-hand what the judge sees.  I now 
have a better understanding of why I strive to make those upward and downward transitions smoother, 
and why that 20 meter circle needs to be less jelly-bean like in shape!  I also understand better the 
comments that past judges have given me, understanding what areas I need to work harder on.  So when it 
came time for the lunch break and I was asked if I would like to be a ring steward for the afternoon, I 
promptly declined and requested to remain at the side of the judge.  If you have never scribed before I 
highly recommend it.  The knowledge you can gain from the judge and the perspective of what the judge 
is looking for is priceless…and after all, there is nothing to be nervous about…you’re not the one on the 
horse’s back trying to make that perfect 20 meter circle!  
 
 
 
 
2008 FEI Trainers Conference 
 
By Susan Hoffman Peacock 
 

One of the best reasons to be a member of USDF and CDS are the incredible learning 
opportunities that are available. This year my assistant trainer, Erin Vallarino  and I both took off from the 
daily barn chores to take advantage of the FEI Trainers Conference. Having it in California was such a 
treat. Having it taught by Jan Brinks was Fantastic!!  

The theme of the weekend was the quality of the gaits and movements. Jan picked specific topics 
to address with each horse and rider, showing strengths as well as weaknesses. He showed how his 
systematic approach can be used on all horses to improve the carrying power of the haunches while 
increasing relaxation. 

Starr Vaughn Equestrian was a beautiful location. Every detail seemed to be thought of by 
Michelle and her staff. The covered arena offered plenty of seating and the footing was superb.  

There was plenty of time for questions and answers. My favorite was when someone asked Jan a 
general question about contact. His answer was, “That is the question for Dressage. Isn’t it?” He spent the 
next 15 minutes talking about how the connection of the energy affects the contact with the rein aids and 
the support that the horse gets from the rider. 

Every year I look forward to being able to learn from the best. The FEI trainer’s conference has 
been one of my favorite venues for this kind of quality for years. The demo riders are very generous to 
attend and put themselves out there for their sport.  Over the years I have made friends with other trainers 
from around the country and at the conferences we have the chance to compare experiences and 
information. This networking opportunity is a valuable bonus to the experience.   
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Gayle Smith 
Dressage Clinic 

 
March 8, 2008  

 
USDF Bronze & Silver Medalist, Gayle Smith, will offer a clinic  

at Azure Farms in Norco, CA on March 8, 2008. 
Beginning through FEI, all breeds welcomed and encouraged. 

 

$60 per ride 
Auditors Free 

By Reservation Only 
Please call 951 354 0103 or 951 258 7178  

for more information 
 
Gayle qualified 5 horses for 2007 Championships (DASC, CDS, CDS HOY, USDF, USDF HOY & USEF) and is a 
demonstration rider for the Young Horse Symposium to be held 11/3&4/2007.  She has consistently qualified 
horses for USDF Horse of the Year and was ranked 6th in the US in 1993 as Fourth Level Amateur Owner.  She 
was the Cornerstone Champion – Open Division Training Level – 2007, Cornerstone Champion – Open Division, 
2nd Level in 1999 and Cornerstone Champion – Open Division, Training Level – 2005.  She was also Ranked 1st in 
US on a American Morgan Horse Association, was the USA American Trakehner Futurity Reserve Champion – 
2000, the Jane Jackson Scholarship, the Cal Bred Futurity – 5th in – 2002, the CDS – Pomona Chapter, High Score 
Dutch Warmblood Year End Award – 2005, the Diana Preisco Mink Award recipient – 1998.  
 
Not to be outdone, several of Gayle’s students have also been successful in the show ring.  This year, several 
students & horses qualified for DASC, CDS & USDF Championships and her student won the Dover Adult 
Amateur Medal – 2007, another won the Junior Young Rider CDS Championship 1st Level & qualified for USDF 
Junior Young Rider Championships 1st Level – 2006. 

 

Gayle Smith on Phoebe 
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2008 CDS Adult Amateur Clinic Selection Procedures and Letter of Intent 
 
  For it’s 9th year, CDS will be hosting the Adult Amateur Clinic at beautiful Shadowridge in 
Highland. FEI rider and 4th level Certified Instructor Rachel Saavedra has been selected as the 
clinician for this year’s event.  The clinic will take place the weekend of April 10th through April 
13th.  Participants will receive three private lessons over the course of the weekend and are 
required to attend an introductory lecture and welcome session the evening prior to the first day 
of riding. 
 If you would like to be nominated, CDS selection protocol requires that any interested 
Amateur (who can be a junior) who has not previously participated, submit a written letter of 
intention (see form below).  One rider and an alternate will be selected via a random drawing.  
Submissions must be received no later than March 10th, 2008.  The drawing will be held at 
the March Board meeting.  If selected, the Chapter will pay the $100 fee to the Amateur Clinic 
organizer to guarantee participation.  The selected chapter member is responsible for his/her 
own transportation, stabling and incidental fees.  If selected, please contact CDS-Pomona 
Chapter treasurer to arrange for chapter payment to the clinic organizer. 
 
 

AMATEUR CLINIC LETTER OF INTENT: 
 

YES!  I am interested in riding in the 2005 CDS Amateur Clinic with Rachel Saavedra. 
 
 
NAME:  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
HORSE’S NAME: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
CURRENT LEVEL OF RIDING:  _______________________________________________ 
 
 
BRIEF SHOW BIOGRAPHY:  ________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
ADDRESS:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________ 
 
 
PHONE NUMBER:  ________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Please submit to Stephanie Bennett: 9731 Coca St. ;  Alta Loma, CA 91737 
 
 
 

2008 CDS Adult Amateur Clinic 
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2007 CDS-Pomona Chapter  
Annual Report 
 
By Amy Miller, Chair; Heather Neely, Treasurer 
 
The year 2007 was a stellar one for CDS-
Pomona Chapter and its approximately 200 
members.  The Chapter continued its exceptional 
change and growth in terms of activities and 
membership participation.  This annual report 
showcases some of our Chapter’s 
accomplishments, none of which would have 
occurred without our volunteers’ impressive 
contributions. 
 
The first and foremost attribute of our Chapter is 
the high level of dedication and work put forth 
by all of the volunteers who have helped to 
ensure our continued success, including our 
Board members, officers, and committee 
personnel.  Our members and friends generously 
gave their time, expertise, and resources and the 
amount of their assistance was significant.  In 
2007, over 97 people donated more than 854 
hours.  Their support has a value that is 
immeasurable to calculate. 
 
2007 was financially active for the Chapter.  We 
began the year with approximately $7,600 and 
ended with $ 8,600.00, with $900.00 held aside 
for our Juniors .  This makes another consecutive 
year that the Chapter’s fiscal management has 
helped to maintain a slight surplus as a result of 
the hard work and prudence of the Board of 
Directors working together.  Committed 
sponsors contributed $ 1,200.00 in cash 
donations and we earned almost $ 60,000.00 in 
revenue from our three CDS rated and two triple 
rated shows, which paid for the expenses of the 
shows, our year-end awards program and 
banquet.  In addition, we received product and 
merchandise that helped us provide items for 
prizes, raffles, a year-end silent auction as well 
as thank-you gifts for our show volunteers.   
 

We spent about $1,000.00 to have our elections 
and keep the word out about the Chapter.  In 
addition to utilizing email as a primary form of 
communication, we keep our supporters 
informed through our two newsletters, Free Rein 
and Engage!, as well as our very popular 
website.  The Chapter continued its popular year-
end awards program and hosted a banquet in 
January for the 2006 winners and one in 
November for the 2007 recipients.  For 2007, we 
recognized 17 level/division Champions and 11 
level/division Reserve Champions and awarded 
75 top five high scores.  Ten Perpetual 
Trophies/sponsored awards were granted to our 
members and 25 breed high scores were 
presented.  The amount of awards we present to 
our riders has been steadily increasing since we 
began the program in 2000. 
 
Our members were very involved not only with 
the Chapter but with CDS and USDF activities.  
Although our Chapter representative and 
alternate were both unable to attend the CDS 
Southern Region Adult Amateur clinic with 
Mette Rosencrantz, the Chapter donated the 
funds from the ride fee to provide lunch for all 
attending the clinic.  Regionally, we had ten 
participants at the CDS Southern Junior 
Championship who finished in the top ten and 
we had eight riders at the CDS/USDF Regional 
Championships, six finishing in the top ten of 
their respective divisions. As a result of their 
efforts and dedication, 11 of our membership 
was awarded CDS Certificates for their scores 
over 60% in 2007, and  60  received CDS plates.  
One of our members was in the top three for the 
Equine Insurance Adult Amateur Challenge at 
Fourth Level. 
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CDS-Pomona Chapter Annual 
Report Cont. 
 
The biggest story for 2007 for the Chapter was 
that of our Junior membership!  They worked 
diligently to increase their sponsorship income 
under the guidance of Tiffany Kell Brinton who 
held regular meetings, sent out newsletters at her 
own expense, and provided leadership 
development and team building for anyone who 
wished to participate.  As a result, they earned 
over $6,000 in sponsorships and recycling 
income which allowed each Junior to receive a 
stipend of $300 towards their fees for the CDS 
Southern Junior Championship.  The Junior fund 
also provided embroidered saddle pads, polo 
wraps, team warm-up shirts and baseball caps 
with A LOT of rhinestones to all participants.  
The fund-raising, bake sales, recycling and team 
building efforts paid off as the Pomona Chapter 
Dressage Divas won the Best Sportsmanship 
award for the show.  The Juniors have already 
started planning on how to continue this winning 
tradition in 2008. 
 
Two new events were held in 2007:  a “ride your 
test” schooling show with Rebekha Maffei (R) 
judge as well as a Junior Championship 
preparation clinic with Sonja Vracko (S).  The 
Chapter Juniors organized the schooling show as 
their major fund-raising event for the year, which 
earned over $700.00 towards their Championship 

show expenses.  The schooling show filled 
quickly and attracted not only CDS members but 
also reached out to Pony Club riders and a horse 
or two as well as riders new to dressage.  The 
Pomona Chapter also organized a Junior 
Championship Preparation Clinic with Sonja 
Vracko.  The gracious owners of the beautiful 
Brookside Equestrian Center in Walnut, 
California, donated their facility for the clinic.  
This allowed the Chapter Juniors, as well as 
several Chapter volunteers, to attend the clinic 
and prepare for their upcoming shows.  Four 
Chapter Juniors participated, their fees covered 
from their excellent fund-raising efforts.   
 
The Chapter, and it’s newly elected Board, is 
looking forward to offering new events and 
opportunities for the membership in 2008.  The 
Chapter Board has already started planning on 
hosting an USDF “L” Program in the early 
spring.  As always, we are looking for 
opportunities to support our members with lower 
educational costs.  We will be attempting to 
make scholarships available to our chapter 
members to help defray the cost of auditing or 
participating.  The Chapter is also considering 
hosting a “Championship Preparation Clinic” for 
the riders qualified for the 2008 CDS/USDF 
Championships. 
 
While 2007 was quite a success, we expect 2008 
to be even better, especially with the continued 
involvement of our  

membership! 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 Want to be a Pomona Chapter Sponsor for 2008? 

 
See our 2008 Sponsorship Packages on page 15 and join the 
group of  supporters that allows Pomona Chapter to put on 

the amazing programs it does. 
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 2008 Sponsorship Packages 
 

*All Sponsorships will receive a link from our website to yours!! 
 

Partner                                                                                                                                                    
¼ page ad in every Free Rein Newsletter. 

Recognition on the Award Winning Pomona Chapter website.                                              
$250 

 
Junior Supporter 

This special fund will go directly towards the Juniors who belong to the Pomona Chapter.  
This will help defray costs of clinics and championship show expenses. 

Receive all the benefits of the Partner.  
In addition your (business) name/logo will be placed on all ribbons for one show of your pick and you will be 

upgraded to a FULL PAGE AD! 
This is limited to the first 5 businesses.  

$500 
 

Contributor                                                                                                                                               
1/2 page ad in every Free Rein Newsletter.            

 Choose to advertise your business with 4 different ads in each newsletter.  
Recognition on the Award Winning Pomona Chapter.                                      

 Provide a banner for your business and we will place it up at all of our shows. 
We will place your literature/coupons/samples in exhibitor packets at all shows. 

$1000 
 

Champion                                                                                                                                               
Full page ad in every Free Rein Newsletter.             

Choose to advertise your business with 4 different ads in each newsletter. 
 Recognition on the Award Winning Pomona Chapter.                                      

 Provide a banner for your business  and we will place it up at all of our shows.   
We will place your literature/coupons/samples in exhibitor packets at all shows.                                                

Vendor booths available at each show.                                                                                                                                                
$2000 
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Excutive News 
 
 

The Southern Region Adult Amateur 
clinic will be held again April 10 - 13 at Kathy & 
Tom Pavlich's Shadow Ridge Equestrian Center 
in Highland.  We will be welcoming back Rachel 
Saavedra as our 2008 clinician.  While only CDS 
members who hold an Amateur card will be 
allowed to ride with Rachel, auditing this clinic 
is offered to every member of CDS. Although 
the last day of this clinic falls on our April 
Chapter show, I encourage all to try to attend at 
least one day.   

The information received from past 
clinicians has been helpful to riders at all levels 
and all ages.  While watching riders at all levels 
of dressage and who share similar struggles with 
all of us, working through a series of step by 
step exercises to eliminate or ease these 
struggles, all attendees found something they 
could take home with them.  Auditors are 
encouraged to ask questions during the breaks 
between riding pairs.  Since there is a wonderful 
covered arena, this clinic will be held - rain or 
shine.   

There is a Wait List available for any 
Adult Amateur.  This list is used when the 
Chapter designated rider and alternate rider are 
not able to attend.  We then use riders from the 
wait list.  If you are an alternate rider, and really 
want more than one chance to get into this clinic, 
send in a check and get put on the Wait 
List.  Send me a check payable to CDS for 
$150.  My address is 4345 Lakeview Avenue, 
Yorba Linda, CA 92886-2421.  Your name will 
be put on the list in the order of 
when checks are received.  I will be more than 
happy to answer any questions about this clinic.  
My email is jtrockingt@aol.com and my cell 
phone number is (714) 514-5606.   
 
Carol Tice 
 

 Join the Pomona Juniors! 
 
They rocked 2007 like no one else could, if 

you’re a Junior who loves dressage and wants to 

get involved with a highly motivated group then 

listen up. This group of amazing Juniors led by 

Tiffany Kell-Brinton held fundraising events all 

last year to support their goal of going to CDS 

Junior Championships. They were the Dressage 

Divas, easily recognized by their pink shirts, 

making championships a truly team effort. To 

find out about their next fundraising event or join 

their forces contact Tiffany at 

TeamTKell@aol.com.  
 

 
Obituary 
 
 
HAYLEY'S COMET 1995 - 2008 
 

Hayley's Comet, beloved best friend 
and partner to Hayley Buckingham passed 
away after Colic surgery on Feb. 2nd. Comet 
was a sweet, kind and willing to try anything, 
mare who always gave her all. She helped 
Hayley to win many awards and they had just 
completed the Orange County Interscholastic 
Equestrian League season where they won the 
2nd level year end championship. She also 
took Hayley to the Jr. state championships 
twice and won many Pomona Chapter awards, 
She was loved very much, and will be missed 
by all who knew her. 

 

Chapter News  
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Website Updates! 
 
 

Though we were sad to see our webmaster of 10 years step down we say Thank You to Steve and 
welcome our new webmaster. Melanie Cazin has taken over our award winning website and has set up an 
email list for Pomona Chapter so that the board can communicate with the members more effectively. So 
if you like the new look of the website which is www.cdspomonachapter.org thanks to Melanie for all her 
work so far!! 

Every year CDS holds a contest for the best chapter website and for the 2007 contest Pomona 
Chapter won. The prize is $500.00 for the chapter to use for educational programs, website upgrades or 
anything the chapter needs. So congratulations to our new webmaster Melanie for an excellent start as the 
new Pomona Chapter Webmaster!! 
 
 
Year End Award Banquet Wrap Up!! 
 
By Maria Michaelson 

This past year's 2007 CDS Pomona chapter awards banquet was held on November 4 at the 
Anaheim White House for a Sunday Champagne Brunch. And being that we live in California, it 
was unseasonably warm on that day.  We had approximately 80 members and their families join us 
for the Awards event that was led by Stephanie Bennette, assisting her were the Banquet committee 
members Maria Michaelson, Wendy Fuire and Sonia Regenfuss. There were donated raffle items 
throughout the room as well as Silent Auction items.  Proceed went to back to our Pomona 
Chapter which in the end brought in over $600. Silent auction items included Round trip tickets to 
Catalina with Gift certificates to 3 A+ restaurants, Sunday Brunch for 2 to Spaghetti Grill and Jazz 
club with 94.7 The Wave, and more.  Ribbons were handed out to each Division winners from 
Intro and Training Level to FEI and Pas De Deux.  Championship holders received an engraved 
Garment bag and Reserve Champions received an engraved saddle cover in addition to their 
championship ribbons.   

Everyone had a good time, despite a couple little snafu’s at the beginning and a little 
disorganization of the restaurant, the atmosphere and food was great, it was nice to see everyone 
(especially dressed in something other than black and white) and it was great to acknowledge those 
who had work hard to achieve their awards 

    

Chapter News  
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2008 Year-End Awards 
 
     
     As you now are probably aware, a few 
changes are coming for the 2008 show seaon for 
those vying for year-end awards.   
     Remember, if you are a prior receipient (2007 
or before) of a division/level Championship or 
Reserve at Introductory, Training, and/or First 
Level and/or in Dressage Seat Equitation, you 
will no longer be eligible for those awards on the 
same horse you previously received awards on.    
You will, however, still be eligible for Top Five 
High Score awards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
    Regarding those pesky volunteer hours, the 
requirements are now that four hours of 
volunteer service be donated to the chapter for 
EACH horse/rider combination.  For example, if 
you are riding two horses, you will need eight 
hours.  Additionally, volunteer hours can no 
longer be “donated” to you unless by an 
immediate family member or the owner of the 
horse you are riding.  To find out about volunteer 
opportunities, contact our volunteer coordinator, 
Amy Miller (626.827.2506 or slm5142@aol.com), 
and she’ll be happy to assist you in finding 
something to do that will maximize the talent we 
know you have. 
    We hope this will increase membership 
involvement AND give everyone a fair 
opportunity at an award.   
   

October 2007 Show Results 
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Freest yle  Clinic  March 22 & 23 
 

Hidden River Ranch presents CenterStage Musical Freestyles 
8312 Grapewin Rd, Corona CA 92880 

 
 

$180 per participant; includes an hour lesson a lecture and lunch both 
days 

 

$20 per day to audit, only $10 per day for Pomona Chapter 
members!!!!! 

 

Contact Erin Vallarino at (951) 532-4342 or  
email: erinvall@gmail.com 

 
 

CenterStage Musical Freestyles produces a wide range of creative and audience pleasing 
musical freestyles or kurs. High marks for music, combined with imaginative choreography, 

have consistently won CenterStage clients numerous awards at all levels of competition 
from First Level through Grand Prix. 

 
Based around the key design elements of smooth editing and flawless musical production, 
CenterStage has become acclaimed as one of the nation's premier freestyle design firms, 
known for giving clients "that competitive edge". If you are ready to take the plunge and 

are serious about creating a memorable piece of music and horsemanship, then CenterStage 
is the right choice for you. 

 
Diane Kernodle owns and operates CenterStage Freestyles. She began to study dressage in 
her teens. Diane later used her background in dance, choreography, and dressage to assist 
friends developing their freestyles. It quickly became apparent that Diane could effectively 

apply her philosophy of dance routine design to the dressage court. 
 

"The idea of dance as designing space through the interpretation of music really clicked 
for me when I applied it to Musical Freestyles. It just worked." 
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What Chapter Members are 
accomplishing…  
 
  Peggy Klump earned her Gold 
Medal recieveing all 6 scores on her horse 
Lemon Ice!!! Peggy and Lemon Ice also 
qualified for CDS, USDF Region 7 and 
DASC championships. On top of all that 
Lemon Ice qualified as Intermediare 2 
Horse of the Year.  
 Jan Bennett earned her bronze 
medal in 2007. She also qualified her 
Hanoverian Dartagnon for CDS, USDF 
Region 7 and DASC championships at 1st 
and 2nd level. At the DASC 
championships Jan and her horse were 4th 
place in the AA 2nd level championship! 
 
Congratulations!!! 
 
Have accomplishments or announcements 
you want to share with Pomona Chapter? 
Email Erin at erinvall@gmail.com with 
Accomplishment in the title and be in the 
next Free Rein Newsletter! 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
 
Prepared by Heather Neely, 2007 Treasurer 
 
Our Chapter, like all those within CDS, is 
struggling with the increasing cost of providing 
good, quality shows to our membership.  Thanks 
to the efforts of our hard-working Board, the 
expenses have been kept to a minimum this year 
in order to have sufficient funds for our 

upcoming election, year-end awards and 
banquet, along with the remaining expenses as 
we close out the year.  Also lurking is the 
impending expense of a new show trailer as 
we’ve sadly outgrown ours now that we have 
two courts and all those pylons!  As Treasurer, I 
would like to personally thank the 2007 Board 
for their fiscal responsibility and would also like 
to thank the membership for attending our shows 
– the more full our shows are, the better we are 
as a Chapter and can continue to offer the 
education, programs and awards you’ve come to 
expect by belonging to the Pomona Chapter.  A 
snapshot of our financial position appears below. 
A more complete breakdown appears on our 
website, www.cdspomonachapter.org.  Click on 
the “chapter” button and find the “current 
financial statement” link. 
 
2007 Income: 
Carryover from 2006  $   7,662.25 
2006 YE Banquet Receipts $   1,720.00 
Sponsorship Income  $   1,202.00 
Show Income   $ 31,372.50 
Total Income   $ 40,236.75 
 
2007 Expenses: 
2006 Show Expenses   $      449.93 
2006 YE Awards/Banquet $   6,965.49 
Carol Plough Scholarship $   1,100.00 
Volunteer Expenses  $      620.50 
Newsletter Expenses  $      543.94 
Show Expenses  $ 22,967.72 
2007 Banquet Deposit  $      500.00 
Office Expenses  $      222.46 
Meeting/Education Exp $      549.01 
Total Expenses  $ 33,909.05 
 
ENDING BALANCE  $   6,327.70 
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Getting the most 
from your Chapter 

Want to be involved in 2008? Keep an eye on 
our website www.cdspomonachapter.org or 
contact a board member for how you can make 
the most of this chapter. 

 

CDS-Pomona Chapter 
724 South Garfield Ave 
Monterey Park, CA  91754 

 

Look inside for new 
oppourtunities, 
ways to get involved 
and awesome 
educational events. 
Welcome to Free 
Rein your 
connection to 
Pomona Chapter 
events and 
accomplishments. 


